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before \ve attempt minute analysis of sentences, and
should reduce our grammatical nomenclature to a mini-
mum The fact is that children do not generalise, they
gathei particulars with, amazing industry, but hold their
impressions fluid as it were, and we may not hurry
them to iorrnulate If the use ot words be a law
unto itself, how mucn more so the language of figures
and lines ' \Ve remember how instructive and impres-
sive Ruskm is on the thesis that ' two and two make
four ' and cannot by any possibility that the universe
affords be made to make five or three From this
point of view, of immutable law, children should approach
Mathematics , they should see how impressive is Euclid's
' Which is absurd/ just as absurd as would be the state-
ments of a man who said that his apples always fell
upwards, and for the same reason The behaviour of
figures and lines is like the fall of an apple, fixed by
immutable laws, and it is a great thing to begin to see
these laws even in their lowliest application The child
whose approaches to Arithmetic are so many discoveries
of the laws which regulate number will not divide fifteen
pence among five people and give them each sixpence
or ninepence, * which is absurd ' will convict him, and
in time he will perceive that ' answers' are not purely
arbitrary but are to be come at by a little boy's reason
Mathematics are delightful to the nund of man which
revels in the perception of law, which may even go forth
guessing at a new law until it discover that law, but
not every boy can be a champion pnze-nghter, nor can
every boy 'stand up' to Mathematics Therefore
perhaps the business of teachers is to open as many doors
as possible in the belief that Mathematics is one out of
many studies which make for education, a study by no
means accessible to everyone Therefore it should not
monopolise undue time, nor should persons be hindered
from useful careers by the fact that they show no great